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PAMPHLET- 


OF THE LYAR SY. 69.16 


"4 DISCOVERED, 


by | (Printed Anno 1678) I N 


A Brief Reply to: a Malitious Shect ſpread” iq 
and about Hartford, &c. 


CALLE D 
The Voice of the Light, FC. 


Exch 34 2:3. 
Wo to the Shepherds of Iſrael that kA feed themſelves, ſhould 
z0t. the Shepherds feed the flock © 


© The Beads thereof judge for reward, and the Prieſts thereof 
teach for hire, and the Prophets thereof divine jor Money, 


ec. Micah 3. 11. 


Printed e Anno Dom 1678. 


C1] 


T he voiceof the Light, &c. 
4 A.c9.5%S 


He ſimple Reader at the firſt view may take the Pam: 
phleter tobe a'Fricnd to, and a Lover of the Light ; 
but on more ſerious conſideration will find him to 
be as great an Enemy to the true Light, as ill de- 

- FCFrving that maintenance he pleads for , were it al- 
Jowable to any in the Goſpel times; which it is not. 

I cannot compare his dealing with the Light, and his mangling of it 
to any thing more pertinently,then to the Levites tearing and dividing 
bis Concubine, Judges 19. 29, 30, and then ſent her through all the Coaſts 
or quarters of Iſrael, as he hath diſperſed his abuſe of the Light amongſt 
his Neighbours or quarters, from whence he ſceks his gain, as the falſe 
Prophets did of Old. And T doubt not but the ſerious Reader when 
--2 conſiders. his nonſence on the one hand, and his violence to the 
Light on the other, he willſay to his Neighbours, as the Iſraelites did of 
the mangled Concubine, viz. And all that ſaw it, ſaid, there were no ſuch 
things done, or ſeen, ſince the time that the Children of Iſracl came up 
from the Land of Egypt, ##to this day. 

Conſider the matter, conſult, and give Sentence. 

The whole Pamphlet comes.under two heads; Firft, fome ſeems 
ing Arguments to prove. Tythes due to Miniſters of the Goſpel, Se. 
condly, his groſs-abuſe and miſ-application of the Light to prove the 
ſame. 

I (hall briefly as they, fall reply to them. both; as he begins, ſo he ends 

- with a lye, and throughout - the whole Pamphlet. thou wilt find it 
hard for him to forgo his lies ſerviceable to his Intereſt, and de- 
figns. Hebegins, fro 

- Thus ſaith the Light « Wo unto you Quakers, for yee are an evil and 
perverſe Generation ; a Generation that walk not in the Light, but love 
your own-davskneſs 'better.then the Light 5 you honour the-Light with your 
dips, but your hearts and ways are far from it, 


F 


? Now 


£ 


[2] 

Now this is a blaſphemons lye, for he immitates the ftile of the 
Holy Scripture, and there is no fuch place of Scripture, and addeth 
and unites his own malicious words with the words of the Scriptare, . 
and Prints them in the ſame CharaQter with the words of. Scripture, 
as if purpoſed (intended) to make the Reader believe they are all 
the very words of the Scripture what groſs abomination is this, 

And in like manner he ends his Pamphlet, (viz.) So that thus faith 
the Light, Repent and return, O'ye Quakers for oppreſſion and violence 
are iu your bands, and the ways of Peace, and of Juſtice you have not 
known turn your eyes to the Light, and your bearts to Righteouſneſs, 
and judgement, that you may de Juſtice, and love mercy, and w3lk as the 
children of the true Light, that enlightneth everyone that cometh into 
theWorld, Amen, ſaith the Light. | Either he ſpeaks theſe words ſcof- 
fingly,. or ſeriouſly 3 if ſcoffingly, then he man'feſts what a Minifier of 
Satan (and not of Chriſts) he is; ifſeriouſly, then he manifeſts what 
a blaſphemer he is, for to take that to himſelf which is one of Gods 
glorious attributes (for it is ſaid, God 1s light) is blaſphemy, Now 
his beginning and ending words are not found written in Scriptures 
and no body I ſuppoſe takes this Pamphleter fora Prophet, and that 
he hath: things immediately revealed to him from God, for himſelf 
(with-the reft of his Brethren) I queſtion not, believes immediate re-. 
velation to be ceaſed. Now then how can this Pamphileter fay at the: 
beginning of his Pamphlet, and alſo at the end of the ſame, Thus ſaith: 
the Light, and quit himſelf from lying, and blaſphemy. : it becomes- 
him to- conſider, 

Thus Reader from his beginningand ending thou mayſt gueſs what: 
ſtuff thou-art like tomeet withal in the middle, For the Author hime: 
ſelf thou mayſt take to be a Mexdicant »-- if thou wilt, becauſe he lays: 
ſo much ftrcſs upon the old Crutches, Petit ioprincipii, for it'is the beſt: 
bottom too he hath to ſtand upon(viz, )to take that for granted whichs 
is denyed,. that ſo he may deceiye his Reader with leſs ſuſpition, and' 
this generally is thefoundation-of the whole ſheet; but now I come: 
to his Arguments to prove the right of Tythes:under the Goſpel. 

His firſt Argument is taken from-the National Laws, . which ſaith: 
he, preſerves. what we have, and makes it ours, and that the ſame Laws 
that made the ninth part of ixcreaſe yours, give the tenth tothe Minifter,, 
6 Refor, Kc. | l 

Anſ. Here he takes: forgranted which, is denyed; for the Laws do» 
not make any.man.a right: that had none. before, it-only.preſerves or 
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conſerves to every man his right. So that this Argument ſerves only 
to prove himſelf ignorant both of the Law of God, and of the Na. 
tional Law alſo; for all thoſe Laws that preſerve mexm & txum, mens 
rights-and properties, do imply the right of the whole ten parts to be 
in the owner thereof, therefore he mult give or ſet out the tenth part 
as his voluntary a&, elſe the Miniſter or ReQor by Law cannot. take 
it 3 ſo that the very National Law ſuppoſes the right of property to 
be in the owner or occupier of the Land,and it is in his power to give 
the Miniſter or Recor (as he ſpeaks) much or littic, or not art all; 
for if he Plow he may give much, if he Graſe then he may give little; 
or if he Ict it lye, lag or fallow, or turn it into a Warren or Park of 
wild Beaſts, then nothing at all, Now it the Pamphleter was not a 
ſcoffer at the Light, he might ſee how the Law of the Natiqn hath 
not fixed the right of property to be in the Miniſter or ReQor as aforclaid. 
Neither can he ſue in right of property by a common Writ (quare 
clauſum fregit,) which ſuppoſetk every mans property to be incloſed by 
the Law, though it lies in the common ficld, bur muſt (ue upon the 
Statute of treble damages 3 which alſo faith Tythcs are to be ſued 
for in the Eccletiafiical Courts. 

The Light (faith, the Pamphleter)) faith thox ſhalt uot fteal, &c. 
tiioſe are Thieves and Robbers that pretend to a Right and Title 
which the Law diſowns, for the Law owns no Title, which is not 
_ derived either by Deſcent, Gift, or Purchaſe : by Deſccnt the Miniſter 
or RcQor, (ſo called) cannot legally claim them, for that cannot de. - 
ſcend to another which is not | in rerum natura | as the increaſe and 
renuing of my land by my labour, is not 3 and thercfore that cannot 
deſcend to another which never was in being it (elf; andif I Plow 
not, no Corn will grow, and I Mowe not if no Hay is made 3 and by 
Gift he can have no Title, becauſe Nemo dat quod non habet, i, e, no 
man can give that which was never his' to bcſtow : as the lzbour of 
the Child yct unborn : And by Purchaſe he cannot claim it, for the 
ſame reaſons aiſo; and if a Father ſhould Sell and inſlave his Child 
without his Childs privity or conſent, the Lawof England difowns 
ſuch ſlavery : And therefore when England turn'd Chrittian, it diſ- 
owned all thoſe Lawsand Cuſtoms and Villinages that were before. 
And if the Whites ſhould turn. Blacks., and Sell their Children for 
. bondſlaves, yet it is not unlawful for ſuch Children to free themſelves, 
when they come to a good underſtanding. Tythe is no property (as 


hath bcen ſaid) until by my own'A& I ſet it out, for it cometh not by 
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the Land, nor challenge the tenth of the Rent, nor tenth Acre, bu 
the tenth of the increaſe, renewing and growing in, and upon the 
Premiſes, Ec. Thus its manifeſt by the true Light (which the Pricſts 
ſcorn ) that the Miniſter or Recor ſo called hath no Right or Title 
by Law, without my free Gift or Conſent, But ſaith the Pampbleter 
tbe Seller abates of his Rates, on conſideration that the Lands are Tyth- 
able, &c. TOY 

Anſ. Thoſe that buy Lands. the cheaper in times of trouble when 
great Taxations are laid upon. them, that hinders not, bat they may, 
and ought to enjoy them-free, when they come to underſtand that ſuch 
Taxations are unjuſtly or wrongfully laid upon their Land. 

The Light, ſaith the Pamphleter, ſaith do unto others as you would 
that they ſhould do unto you, &c. 

The Bakers ſay fo too, and affirm the Pampbleter to be that unpro- 
fitable Servant, or ReQor that is guilty of the breach of this com- 
mandment who requires Tyti1zes, where he hath done no Scrvice, nor 
givcn any Spiritual thing, and would reap where-he hath not ſown, 
and demands dues of them thit never reaped any Spiritual benefit by 
him, and yet claims it by the Law of the Nation, whichfaith quite 
the contrary (viz.) Dr. and Student | an approved Law Book] Cap. 
4. Þ. 7. 8. The Laws of Princes, the Commandments of Prelates, the 
Statutes of Commonwealths nor yet the ordinances of the Church, is not 
righteous, nor obligatory, except it be conſonant to the Law of God, and 
by ſuch Law of man as is conſonant to the Law of God, it appeareth who 
hath rizht to Lands and Goods, and who hath not, for whatever a man 
hath by ſuch Laws of the Nation, be hath righteouſly: and whatſoever a 
man bath againſt ſuch Laws, is unrighteouſly bad. : | 

Now the Divine right cf Tythes being long ſince quitted, and not 
infifted on by the Pampbleter himfelf, (as I have_heard) hath bzen 
denyed openly in Wetminſter- Hall; and now I know not how he can 
get them, except like the Son of Belial mentioned 1 Sar, 2: 16, who 
faid, If chou wilt not give it me, I will take it by force, | 

And for his- Plea of Uſage and Cuft 'me, &c. 

Anſ. All Cuſtoms and Ufages are either good, or b:dqz now good 
they cannot be, becauſe they are both againit the Liw of God, and 


' the old Laws of the Land, as is proved before, bid the 1 mult they 


needs be; and [mals eouſuetuds abolenda] faith the Loxd Cooke 3. e. 
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The Light ſaith thePamphleter, tells you that you ſhould give unt, 
Celar the things that are Ceſars, &c. | 
Anſ, The Pamphleter is ſo concerned with getting his Tythes, tha 
he forgets; or like SA T A N purpoſely omits part of the Text,(viz. 
to give to God the things that are Gods , but it ſeems if -he can ge 
C:ſar on his fide, he.cares not though. God be againſt him, and if h 


| can get the | thing ] of Tythes, he matters not what becomes of th 


things of God ; if he hath but the Fleece he cares not what become 
of the Sheep. But the ©wakers light (as he calls it) teacheth. then 
firſt to fear God, and then they honour the King. Firſt, to give God th 
things that are Gods, and then t» give Cefar the things that are Celars 
ape when both thoſe are done, -no Tythes belong to-him as Miniſter © 
Rector. | 

The reſt of his ſheet is ſtuffed with.ſuch nonſence as this 3 ſometime 
charging the Light with what it never ſaid , and fometimes th 
Daakers, with what they never did, and deals with both-as wicke 
Ahab dealt with honeſt Micaiah, (viz..) if poffible he could hay 
forced him, to ſpeak what he would have him to fay. Ifind him com 
plaining of his honeſt Neighbours You, faith he, remove my Land 
mark; You, faith he, with-ho'd my Ducs, &c. juſt like Athaliab again 
Foaſh, Treaſon, Treaſon, when the will of the Lord was Executin 
upon her, ck 

Let us now for poor peoples-ſake conſider, whether the Dakers i 
this day be not jultified by many of the ancient Martyrs in their day 
whobare the like Teſtimony againſt Tythes,as may. be ſeen at large 1 
th: Bcokof Mattyrs, (wis.) | 

Fobn Wickliffe in 17 Article charged'againſt him in theſe word 
(viz.) That Tythes are pure Alms, and that the Parifhioners may for 0 
fence of their Curates, detain and keep them back,, and beſtow the 
#7 01 others at their own wills and pleaſures. 

William Swinderbey ſaith, that no. Prielt ought to Sell , by, Barga:i 
81d Covenant, his Ghoſtly travel, ne Prayer, ne Gods Word, &c. nor a; 
worldly mens reward, to ah ortake for theſe, or for-any of theſe, &c. 

' Walter Brute ix theſs words, that Tythes are mere Alms, and in ca 
that Curates ſhall be ill, that they (hall be lawfully beſtowed upon others | 
the temporal owners, and tbat- a Prieſt receiving by bargain anything 
yearly annuity, is in ſo doing a-Schiſmatick;, & | 

William Thorpe ſaith thus. After Chrifts Aſcention, and when t 
Apefler had received the Holy Ghoſt, they Traveled with tbir bands 
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s, and itt caſe 2 
pon others by \ fruits you ſhall know them which come unto you in Sheeps-cloathing, but 


get their livelybcod, when they might thus do for buſte Preaching , thereſare 


Travel with their hands, when for buſie teaching ofg the People they might 
thus do , whoſe Pricfthood God accepteth now, and will do unto the worlds 


end: and ſaith in the year 1211. Pcpe Gregory the Tenth, Ordained 


new Tyther, _ firfts to be given to Prieſts in the new Law; but $1, Paul 
whoſe example all Prieſts of God ought to follow, 8&c. who wrought with 
his hands toget his living, and it were good Connſel if all Prieſts took, good 
beed to ths Heavenly learning of St. Paul, folowing him here in wilful 
Poverty, nothing charging the People for their bodily livelybood, &c. for 
certain in whatſoevcr Dignity or Order that any Prieſt is in, if he conform 
him not 10 follow Chriſt and his Apifiles in willful poverty, and in other 
Heavenly Virtues, &c. thoueh ſuch a one be named a Pricſt, yet be is no 
more but a Prieſt in Name, &c. Auguſtine, Gregory, Chiiſoſtom , and 
Lincoln approveth of the ſame, with much more to the ſame effe, which 


would be too large to Tranſcribe: yet he further ſaith, that Tythes were 


given in tbe Old Law to the Levites, and to the Pri:fts that came of the 
L ineage of Levi 3 but our Priefts came not of the Lineage of Levi, but of 
#he Lineage of Judah, to which Judah no Tythes were promiſed to be given, 
and therefore Paul ſaith, ſince the Prieſthood is changed from the generation 
of Levi to the generation of Judah, it is xeceflary that cbanging alſo be 
made of the Law > ſo that Pricſts live now without Tythes, and ether 
Duties that they claim, flowing Chriſt and his Apoſtles in willful pover- 
ty, as they have given them example. For ſince Chriſt lived allthe time 
of bis preacking by pure Alms of the People, and by example of him bis 
Apoſtles lived in the ſame wiſe, or elſe by their own labour as above-ſaid. 
I find in Exſebins 1b. the 5th cap. 16. mentioning Apollonizs againſt 
Montanus ſaying, thus, That Montanus fed the maintainers of bis 
Defarine with Sums of Money, and great bire to Preach, which was for- 
bidden in the holy Scripture, that the Prophets ſhould take hire, Chriſt 
commanded bis Diſciples to take no mans Gold, or Silver, or Apparel, 
or two Coats, andeby their fruits you ſhall know them 1, ard further ſaith, 
that if bire be taken by a Prophet, he is no lenger a Prophet 3 and Matth. 
7.15, 16. Chriſt bids beware of falſe Prophets, &*c. and faith,by their 
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by the example of himſelf, St. Paul teaches all the Prieſts of Chriſt to Fs 


inwardly they are ravening Wilvez, tearing the poor Sheeps Fleece a 

' pieces tocloath themſelves : and.they are alſo compared to Thorns and 
Tbiſtles, rending and ſcattering their poor Neighbours, &c. Matth, 
10.8, Chriſt faith to the true Prophets and Miniſters, freely ye havere- 
ceived, 
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Teceived. frcely give > but the falſe take maintenance by force, lo by the 
fruits you may kaow them, | aud Likr 2. 46, 47. ſeveral- matks' mo 
are ſct down by which they m..y be known as goiig in long Robe 
Iwiag Salutatioua in ®he Murkzt-place, bigheſt Seats in the Af. mblie 
ard chief Roomes at Feaſts, and d:vour Widows Huuſes, - (which fai 
the Margent) by mcntioning, is the goods and ſubliance; and thus | 
their frujts'you may know them faith Chriſt. Dh RET 
IWo be to the Paſtors that defiroy and ſcatter the Sheep of my Paſtu 
faith the.Lord, Jer.23.1. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſra 
againſt the Pastors that feed my People. Te have ſcattered wy flock as 
ariven them amay, Ver. 2, Thave not feut theſe Prophets, yet they ras 
1 have not ſpoken to them, yet they Propheſied, ver. 21. Behold I a 
against them tiat Propheſie falſe Dreams, hrs the-Lord, and do can 
#2y People to erre by their lies, andby their lightneſs, yet I fent them nd 
nat - Cormataed them : therefore they ſhall not Fe this Leaple at / 
[aith t he Lord, yer. 32. Whoſe poſſeſſors ſlay them and hbldthemſely 
not. gxilty.: and they that ſell them, ſay, Blefied be the Lora,. for Ta 
rich :: and their own Shepherds pity them not, Zecha.,11.5. The Sto 
'»#h;zc b the buulders rejeRed, the me is become the head of the corne 
#bus is the Lords doing, &c., Matth. 21. 42. Andwhoſoever ſhall f; 
"a t:3 Stone, Jhallbe broken : but on whomſocver it ſhall fall, tw. 


. "ark de him to powder, 


. Theſe who deſire to know why we refuſe to pay Tythes, may | 
more largely fatisfied in theſe Books. of Antony Pearſon of Tythes. 
» Francis Howgul,the Great caſe of Tythes, and Maintenance onc 
more revived. m 

T. R. William Gibſon Tythes ended. by Chriſt, theſe were nev« 
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Anfivered yet that we hear of. 
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